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FOREWORD

The high significance of Mediterranean temporary ponds for biodiversity con-
servation has been recognized by the Habitat’s Directive since 1992. This repre-
sents an important step in increasing awareness of these particular ecosystems
when human activities and land use changes are seriously threatening their con-
servation all around the Mediterranean shed.

Mediterranean temporary ponds are semi-aquatic habitats characterized by alter-
nate dry and wet phases. They are found in different regions of the world, from
tropical to temperate climates, where contrasting wet and dry seasons occur.
Unique fauna and flora and fragility are among their common attributes, which are
some of the reasons that justify any initiative to promote an exchange of knowl-
edge and experiences concerning their management and conservation.

Conscious of the fragility of temporary ponds and putting forth evidence of re-
gression of this habitat throughout the island of Menorca, the Consell Insular de
Menorca, with the support of the Conselleria de Medi Ambient del Govern de les Illes
Balears, has been working since 2005 for the long-term conservation of temporary
ponds within the LIFE BASSES project (LIFEO5NAT/ES/000058), co-financed by
the EU LIFE program. Many useful reports and experiences have arisen from this
project, and we are convinced that sharing them and trying to get an overview of
the conservation issues and scientific understanding of temporary ponds around
the world is the best way to maintain general concern for their value and to raise
support for any conservation effort. With this in mind, the initiative of the Inter-
national conference on Mediterranean temporary ponds was born with the aim of
fostering an exchange of experiences and a forum for discussion on the study and
conservation of this type of habitat.

Hopefully, the networking abilities of the acting bodies and researchers, together
with increasing knowledge on ecology and functions of temporary ponds and how
they interact with human activities will enhance and improve efforts for long term
conservation of this unique habitat.

Maé, April 2009
Eva Cardona Pons, Agnés Canals Bassedas and Pere Fraga i Arguimbau
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